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The presentation also shows how to build a durable inexpen- 
sive VHF/UHF beam from easy to obtain materials. 


MARTIN LUTHER 
KING DAY 


Our in-person meeting will also be held virtually, via the 
Zoom video system. The meeting access ID and password will 
be distributed via groups.io email announcement. The meeting 


will also be shown on the club digital amateur television 


repeater, which is live streamed at: http://w6cxatv.mdarc.org/ 
and also live streamed on YouTube on the Media MDARC 
channel. 


. MONDAY, JANUARY 15, 2024 


We have many accomplished and experienced 
club members. After all, we are an ARRL 
Special Service Club! The club is looking for 
amateur radio or communications topics that 
you or someone you know could present at a 
future club meeting. 


An alternative might be several short 
presentations on different topics made by 
multiple persons. 


Please direct your suggestions to our 
Programs Chair Charles M. King, K3CMK, 
at chask1234.ck@gmail.com . 


Your contribution is vital for the continued 


success of MDARC. We are eager to hear 
from you! 


ALL MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO JOIN 
THE FREE CLUB E-MAIL GROUP AT: 


https://groups.io/g/MDARC 
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Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club W6CX 

P.O. Box 23222 Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 

(925) 288-1730 info@mdarc.org 

The Carrier is a monthly publication of the Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club 
(MDARC). It is the policy of the editor to publish all material submitted by 


the membership provided such material is in good taste, relevant to amateur 
radio and of interest to MDARC members, and provided space is available. 


President - Larry Bradley, KK6QPE 

Vice President - vacant 

Secretary — Brian Lotter, KM6NGS 

Treasurer - Barbara Whysong, K6WHY 
Emergency Coordinator - Larry Loomer, KI6LNB 


Directors At Large 
Trevor Hall, WA6JAU Cal Vasquez, K6VT 
Mark Fehlig WA6NGC = — Mike Warren, WOMEW 


Membership Chair — Jan Kulisek, KM6NFC 
mdarcmembership@mdarc.org 


PACIFICON 2024 

Chair: Julie Mah, WJ3MAH 
Registration: Debbie Deeble, KN6DOM 
Treasurer: Gene Sylls, KG6EYE 
Secretary: Jeff Mah, N3SMAH 


COMMITTEE CHAIRS AND COORDINATORS 


Annual Auction - vacant 

Communications Trailer - Mike Warren, W6MEW 
Communications Van MDARC-1 - Jim Tittle, K6SOE 
Digital Media - Grant Bowman, K6CBK 

Education & Training - vacant 

Field Day - Larry Loomer, KI6LNB 

Good & Welfare - Diana Sage, KA6TZU 

Holiday Dinner - Misa Siemons, KJ6BUE 

License Testing - Larry Loomer, KI6LNB 

Outreach - Dick Wade, WM6G 

Programs - Charles M. King, K3CMK 

Public Service - Larry Loomer, KI6LNB 

Radio Equipment Lending - Cal Vasquez, K6VT 
Refreshments - Elizabeth Styles, KG6HLV 
Scholarship - Janice Fujii, KG6VTD 

Technical Committee - Jim Tittle, K6SOE 
Volunteer Classes - Dick Wade, WM6G 

W6CX Repeater Trustee - Jim Tittle, K6SOE 
W6LGW Callsign Trustee - Larry Loomer, KI6LNB 


The Carrier Newsletter 

Editor - Matthew G. Vurek, N4DLA 
n4dla_cs245@yahoo.com 

Proofreader - Larry Loomer, KI6LNB 

Printing & Distribution - Jan Kulisek, KM6NFC 


Digital Amateur Television Help and Information: 
Fred Coe, WB6ASU_ _ whb6asu@icloud.com 
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HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
NMDARC FAMILY, 


President’s 


Message Kige d It was two years ago that I wrote my “final” 


- President’s Message for the December, 2021 issue 
after serving as your Club President for four years. 
Well, here I am again. I have to admit that it is not 
always easy to come up with “new and refreshing” 
content for these President’s Messages and there are 
times when I felt like I was scrapping the bottom of the barrel. Maybe you can relate when you may have had to 
come up with that 500-word essay for some U.S. or World History class back in high school or college. I think we’ve 
all been there and some of us still even at our advanced age still occasionally dream about that “special essay” that 
was due the next day. Funny how those sorts of events stay locked in our memories and get unleashed in dreamland. 


So, during the next 11 or 12 months, please don’t expect many pithy articles of great insight on my part, but I will try 
to relate items of interest to me and hopefully to all of us. 


One thing that has not changed since 2021 is our use of Zoom for many meetings. So, now we have hybrid meetings 
that utilize both in-person and virtual attendance. Some have found this convenient, others not so sure. Either way, it 
looks like it is here to stay. MDARC is not different from many other amateur radio clubs by using a Zoom only 
format for Board Meetings and hybrid format for General Membership meetings. This hybrid format has also 
allowed us to expand our reach for our Education and Training Courses and seminars. 


One of the privileges of having monthly space in the CARRIER is the 
opportunity to jump on ye olde soapbox, not in order to rant and rave, although 
sometimes that might be cathartic, but to address concerns related to our Club. It 
is never a good sign of a healthy club when vacancies exist for officers and 
chairpersons. Even with nearly 300 members, MDARC for the second year does 
not have a Vice President. Fortunately, during 2023 we updated the Club By- 
Laws to allow the Board the option to appoint somebody to fill a vacancy. This 
means that we no lenses need to wait for the next election cycle in order to fill a vacancy. How about you? Interested 
in looking into this opportunity? It is a critical position for our Club and with the recent By-Laws changes we’ve 
made the responsibility for obtaining speakers for our monthly General Membership meetings a shared responsibility 
rather than a solo effort on the part of the VP. Below is an excerpt from our By-Laws that takes the heavy lifting off 
the shoulders of the VP as he/she leads the Program Committee. Does not having a VP mean that we will no longer 
have a speaker at our meetings? Good question. I can only answer “yes” and “no.” In 2023 Ed, KJ6K YT took on the 
role of both President and Vice President and if you think back to 2023 you will recall that we had many great 
speakers. Well, the “no” part is that unlike Ed’s valiant efforts, it is not my plan to assume the responsibilities of the 
VP. Sorry, we talk about bandwidth in our hobby relating to radio communications, but it also true when applied to 
our ability to accept more on our plate than we feel unqualified or need to juggle with other commitments. There are 
currently many activities vying for my time. Now, the “yes” part will come as members, like you, recommend 
speakers and make an effort to contact and schedule them. Hopefully somebody will step forward to assume the VP 
mantle and others will agree to serve on a Program Committee. 


Section 2. VICE PRESIDENT 
1. Duties shall be to assist the President in the discharge of the President's duties and to preside in the President's absence. 
2. Shall also be the program chairperson. 


“The greatest motivational act one person can do for another is to listen.” Roy E. Moody 


73, Larry Bradley KK6QPE; 01/09/24 
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John Kearney, KM6ZJT, received the 
2023 Kilroy Key Award 


Director Trevor Hall, WAGJAU, 
presents the 2023 Ham of the Year 
Award to Club Emergency Coordinator 
Larry Loomer, KIGLNB 


= NA 
Director Trevor Hall, WAGJAU, presents plaque 
to outgoing President Ed Morales, KJGKYT, in 
appreciation for his many years of service to 
our club 
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President Ed Morales, KJGKYT and PACIFICON 
2023 Treasurer Barb Whysong with $14,000 
“check” depicting our club’s event earnings 
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NWN “ “ “ THIGZN 
PUBLIC SERVICE EVENTS 
y | 4 \JB4 JB4 B4 d K 
Race to the Flagpole — Running Race 
Saturday, January 27, 2024 
Running race from-to Independence Park in Livermore 


Radio Coordinator: George Moorhead kg6wiul@comcast.net 
https://www.livermoregranadaboosters.org/events/ 


Kaiser Half Marathon — Running Race 

Sunday, February 4. 2024 

Running Race in San Francisco 

Radio Coordinator: antonis@aa6pp.org 
https://www.sfarc.org/2024-kaiser-half-marathon.html 


Revel Half Marathon on Mt. Diablo 

Saturday, March 2, 2024 

Run Down Mt. Diablo 

Radio Coordinator: stevedono18@gmail.com 
https://www.runrevel.com/rmd 


Livermore Half Marathon — Running Race 

Sunday, March 3, 2024 

Running Race from-to Downtown Livermore 

Radio Coordinator: George Moorhead, KG6GEM, kg6wiu1@comcast.net 


https://runsignup.com/Race/CA/Livermore/LivermoreValleyHalf 


Oakland Running Festival 

Sunday, March 17, 2024 

Running Race in Downtown Oakland 

Radio Coordinator: Mike Pompa KB6MP, mpompa@gmail.com 


https://www.ww6or.com/oakland-marathon-signup 


Diablo Trails Challenge - Running Race 

Saturday, April 6, 2024 

Running race from Castle Rock Park, Walnut Creek 

Radio Coordinator: Larry Loomer KI6LNB, laryloomer@yahoo.com 


Brazen Racing hittps://brazenracing.com/diablotrailschallenge 


Cinderella Bike Ride — in Livermore 

Saturday, April 13, 2024 

Ladies’ Bike Ride around Livermore 

Radio Coordinator: George Moorhead, KG6GEM, kg6wiu1@comcast.net 


https://www.valleyspokesmen.org/ 
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Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club 
Membership Renewal (an 1- Dec 31) 


Date: Call (or SWL): License Class: EQ) AQ] G OT QIN 
Name: Nickname: 

Address: City: State: Zip: 
Home Phone: (___) Cell Phone: ( ) 

Your E-mail: 

Spouse or Partner's Name: Spouse or Partner's Call (or SWL): 


Spouse or Partner's Unique E-mail: 


Circle any phone numbers or e-mail address above that you do NOT want listed in the club roster. 
Please note, we take care to ensure that member information is never used for non-club or commercial purposes. 


Note: You may add a maximum of 3 Family Members at the same address. Attach page with details for this. 
Additional Information 


¢ Membership Card: If you would like to have a new membership card mailed to you please send a SASE to 
the Membership Chair, Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club, P.O. Box 23222, Pleasant Hill, CA 94523-0222 


e Are you an ARRL member? This is important to maintain MDARC's Special Service Club status with ARRL. 
[] ARRL Member [JARRL Life Member 


Gift Membership 

If you would like to give this membership as a gift to someone else, please fill in the above personal 
information with the recipient's information; and the below with your own information. In the instructions, 
please tell us when we may advise the recipient of his/her membership, and if you want this to be anonymous. 


Gift-giver's Name: Gift-giver's Callsign (if any) 


Gift-giver's contact information (e-mail or phone no.): 


Instructions: (J Anonymous 
Fees 
MDARC DUES for Individual or Family membership at the same address: $45.00 (5$ 


This includes the electronic Carrier newsletter emailed monthly 


Student membership: (Full-time student, 24yr old max $15.00 |5$ 
This includes the electronic Carrier newsletter emailed monthly 


Carrier Newsletter: Optional Paper Copies & Mailing — Additional cost for paper copies and $18.00 | $ 
monthly mailing. It does NOT include the Directory —contact Membership. 


Repeater Support Donation — Help us keep your repeaters on the air with $5 to $50? $ 

Total: $ 

Please make your check payable to MDARC and mail to: MDARC Telephone: 925-288-1730 
MDARC INFO@MDARC.ORG 
PO Box 23222 Office Use Only 
PLEASANT HILL, CA 94523-0222 Date ID# $ Ck# Intls 


OR REGISTER ONLINE AT WWW.MDARC.ORG 
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?ocidk=a07ek0lddlbc68fl cab&oseq=&c=&ch= 


Rev 2020-12-15 
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MDARC Board of Directors Meeting October 2, 2023 


Held at Zoom online 


1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Ed Morales, KJ6K YT after it was determined 
that there was a quorum for conducting Club business. 


2. Roll Call: Attendees via Zoom screen shot: Officers: Ed Morales KJ6K YT, President; Brian Lotter 
KME6NGS, Secretary; Larry Bradley KK6QPE, Director at Large; Mike Warren W6MEW, Director at Large; 
Trevor Hall WA6JAU, Director at Large; Cal Vasquez K6VT, Director at Large. 

Committee Chairs/Coordinator: Mike N6JGA; Jan KM6NFC; Julie WJ8SMAH; Grant K6CBK. 

Guests: Barb K6WHY; Bob K6GD. 


3. Approval of Minutes from Last Meeting: Mike W6MEW, seconded by Larry KK6QPE, proposed a motion 
to approve the minutes. The September meeting minutes were approved. 


4. Adopt Tonight’s Agenda: The agenda was approved. 


5. Officer Reports: 

a. President Ed Morales KJ6K YT — Had no report. 

b. Vice-President (Vacant) — No report. 

c. Secretary Brian Lotter KM6NGS — Had no report. 

d. Treasurer Gene Sylls, KG6EYE — Sent his report by email. 


6. Emergency Coordinator Report: Larry KI6LNB was not present. 


7. Directors at Large reports: 

Mike Warren WOMEW - Had no report. 
Trevor Hall WA6JAU — Had no report. 
Larry Bradley KK6QPE — Had no report. 
Cal Vasquez K6VT — Had no report 


8. Committee Reports: 

a. Auction: No report was expected. 

b. Communications Trailer: Mike W6MEW had no report. 

c. Digital Media: Ed reported that Grant K6CBK has taken over from Mike N6JGA as committee chair. Grant 
K6CBK had no report. 

d. Education and Training: John AF6RJ sent his report by email. 

e. Election Committee: Larry KK6QPE reported that the committee has met and that they do not have names for 
the President and Vice President yet. Dick WM6G and Pete KE6ZIW are contacting nominees to see if they are 
willing to run for election. They will have a better idea after their meeting this Thursday. Larry expects that 
notifications will be sent to members, via groups.io and the membership database, to remind people of the 
changes to the bylaws about nominations and to encourage people make nominations, with prior approval from 
the nominees. Mike W6MEW asked which of the director’s positions are due for election this year. Larry 
responded that his and Trevor’s positions are. Larry noted that under the new bylaws, all nominations must be 
made by October 31“. 

f. Field Day: There was no report. 

g. Holiday Banquet: Ed reported that, Thanks to Misa KJ6BUE, we have a date and location for the holiday 
banquet. Details will be posted on the MDARC website. 

h. License Testing: There was no report. 


(continued on following page) 
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j. Membership: Jan KM6NFC shared his screen with membership numbers. Paying members 262, All current 
members 315, New members for this year 43, Renewals last 30 days 10, Past due 73 and Lifetime + Honorary 
members 12. Jan noted that members who didn’t renew last year, or for a number of years, and did renew this year, 
might be included in the new members category. Jan said that a policy needs to be established about how to treat 
members that renew after a number of years. There was some discussion about giving name badges to new 
members, and it was decided to continue with the current practice of directing members to the store on the 
MDARC website, where name badges can be purchased. 

k. Mesh Committee: Mike W6MEW nothing new to report but repeated that he has some free 2.4 GHz nodes that 
can be picked up from his house. 

1. Outreach: Dick Wade WM6G was not present. 

m. PACIFICON: Ed Addressed the go, no go decision for PACIFICON 2024 and after some discussion, it was 
decided that we are able to go ahead. The hotel contract for 2024 was included with the 2023 contract negotiation 
so the next round of negotiations will be towards the end of 2024 when the 2025 and 2026 contract needs to be 
signed. The attendance fee was also discussed and it was noted that the fee was increased this year. Once the 2023 
results are available, a further rate increase will be considered. The hotel rates will also be a factor to be considered. 
Larry KK6QPE seconded by Mike W6MEW, proposed a motion to sponsor PACIFICON 2024. The motion was 
unanimously approved. 

n. Programs: Ed reported that Charles King K3CMK has been out of commission. The name of the EmComm Panel 
for the October General Meeting has been proposed to be “The Future of EmComm: What’s Next?”. 

o. Public Service: There was no report. 

p. Radio Lending Library: Cal K6VT had no report. g. Rocky Ridge Repeater (Tech): Jim K6SOE had nothing to 
report. r. Scholarship: There was no report. 


9. Future Meetings: 
General Meeting 10/20/2023 on Zoom and In-person. Board Meeting 11/06/2023 on Zoom only. 


10. Unfinished Business: 


10.1 Status report on revising Membership database for processing and tracking payments, status, etc.: This was 
covered under 8 j above. 

10.2 South Peak Contract & Move to North Peak: As reported earlier, the local representative of the Landlord has 
left the company. A new representative, who is located on the east coast, has emailed Ed and Ed has submitted our 
paperwork to him. He expects to have a meeting with the new representative soon. 

10.3 Auction Chair: We still don’t have an auction chair. 


11. New Business: 

11.1 Decision to move forward with PACIFICON 2024: This was covered in section 8 m above. 

11.2 2023 December Holiday Banquet: This was covered in 8 h above. 

11.3 November 2023 and January 2024 Speakers: Ed verified the name of the suggested speaker for November 
with Mike W6MEW and will contact him. He hasn’t heard back from the intended speaker for January so he asked 
for suggestions. 

11.4 New Chair for Digital Media Committee: Ed announced that Mike N6JGA is stepping away from the chair 
and proposed Grant as his replacement. Ed stated that he has appointed Grant Bowman K6CBK as the new chair. 
Larry KK6QPE thanked Mike for “carrying that ball for a very long time in a very professional manner’. He also 
thanked Mike for his great succession planning. 

11.5 Discuss 2024 Budget: Ed reminded everybody to think about their budget items for 2024. Larry asked Ed to 
get Gene to send a preliminary budget to mdarcstaff@groups.io so that everybody can see the categories that need 
to be dealt with and also see if they need to add a category. 


12. Adjournment: 

Mike W6MEW seconded by Trevor WA6JAU proposed a motion to adjourn. 
Meeting Adjourned at 7:45 pm 

Respectfully submitted by 

Brian Lotter KM6NGS 

Secretary, on October 30, 2023. 

These meeting minutes were signed digitally due to the digital meeting. 
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MDARC General Meeting Minutes October 20, 2023 


Held as hybrid Zoom and in-person meeting. 


1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by the MDARC President Ed Morales KJ6KYT 
a. Welcome to all: The President welcomed all attendees and indicated the positions of the emergency exits and 
restrooms. 

b. Pledge of Allegiance: This was made by attendees. 

c. Acknowledge new members: New members were acknowledged. 

d. Acknowledge visitors: Visitors were acknowledged. 


2. Approval of Minutes from the Last Meeting: The September 2023 minutes were approved. 


3. Officer Reports: 

a. The President: Ed KJ6KYT had no report. 

b. The Vice President: Vacant. 

c. The Secretary: Brian KM6NGS had no report. 

d. The Treasurer: Ed stated that the treasurer’s report for September was included, as an attachment, to the meeting 
announcement. 

e. The Emergency Coordinator: Larry KI6LNB had no report. 

f. Directors at Large: Mike W6MEW, Trevor WA6JAU, Cal K6VT and Larry KK6QPE had nothing to report. 


4. Committee Reports — Standing: 

a. Auction: Report not scheduled or unavailable. b. Communications Trailer: Report not scheduled or unavailable. 

c. Digital Media: Report not scheduled or unavailable. 

d. Education and Training: John Primus AF6RJ sent his report by email. Ed announced that John will be retiring at the 
end of this year and stated that John has done a great job for many years. 

e. Election: Pete Harris KE6ZIW welcomed all members and PACIFICON attendees. He stated that he is one of three 
members of the election committee and that the bylaws call for announcement of the nominations for the members of 
the board at this meeting. He stated that we don’t have nominations for all of the positions yet but he announced the 
names of those that we do have. The nominations were as follows; Secretary Brian Lotter, KM6NGS; Treasurer Bar- 
bara Whysong, K6WHY; Emergency Coordinator Larry Loomer, KI6LNB; Directors at Large Larry Bradley 
KK6QPE, Trevor Hall WA6JAU and Mark Fehlig WA6NGC. Pete added that Ed will be retiring at the end of the 
year and that we do not have a nomination for President or Vice president yet. He appealed to all members to consider 
making themselves available for these or any other positions. Larry Bradley KK6QPE added that the last day for 
nominations is October 31*. 

f. Field Day: Report not scheduled or unavailable. 

g. Holiday Banquet: Ed, KJ6K YT announced that there will be a holiday banquet at Zio Fraedo’s on December 10" 
and that details can be found on the MDARC website. 

h. License Testing: Report not scheduled or unavailable. 1. MDARC-1 (Van): Report not scheduled or unavailable. 

j. Membership: Jan KM6NFC reported the numbers as follows; Paying members 269, All current members 327, New 
members 46. 

k. Mesh Committee: Report not scheduled or unavailable. 1. Outreach: Report not scheduled or unavailable. 

m. PACIFICON: Report not scheduled or unavailable. n. Programs: Report not scheduled or unavailable. 

o. Public Service: Larry KI6LNB reported that the Mount Diablo Summit Stomp will be tomorrow and that it is the 
last event for this year. 

p. Radio Lending Library: Report not scheduled or unavailable. q. Rocky Ridge Repeater: Report not scheduled or 
unavailable. 


5. Unfinished Business: None 6. New Business: None 


7. Adjourn Business Meeting: The business portion of the meeting was adjourned at 7:14 pm. Ed introduced the 
members of the panel, who discussed “The Future of EnComm — What’s Next” The panel was comprised of: 
Dan Simon NI6A, Alan Thompson, W6WN and Steve Nissen, K8YIP. 


Respectfully submitted by Brian Lotter, KM6NGS Secretary, on November 14, 2023. 
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MDARC Board of Directors Meeting November 6, 2023 


Held at Zoom online 


1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Ed Morales, KJ6K YT after it was determined 
that there was a quorum for conducting Club business. 


2. Roll Call: Attendees via Zoom screen shot: Officers: Ed Morales KJ6K YT, President; Brian Lotter 
KME6NGS, Secretary; Gene Sylls KG6EYE, Treasurer; Larry Loomer KI6LNB, Emergency Coordinator; Larry 
Bradley KK6QPE, Director at Large; Mike Warren W6MEW, Director at Large; Trevor Hall WA6JAU, 
Director at Large; Cal Vasquez K6VT, Director at Large. 

Committee Chairs/Coordinator: Mike N6JGA; Jan KM6NFC; Grant K6CBK; Jim K6SOE. 

Guests: Mathison Ott, KJ6DZB; Jim Siemons, W6LK. 


3. Approval of Minutes from Last Meeting: Mike W6MEW, seconded by Larry KK6QPE, proposed a motion 
to approve the minutes. The October meeting minutes were approved. 


4. Adopt Tonight’s Agenda: The agenda was approved. 


5. Officer Reports: 

a. President Ed Morales KJ6K YT — Had no report. 

b. Vice-President (Vacant) — No report. 

c. Secretary Brian Lotter KM6NGS — Had no report. 

d. Treasurer Gene Sylls, KG6EYE — Sent his report by email. He confirmed that he has not received all of the 
bills for PACIFICON yet, which means that the PACIFICON numbers cannot be finalized yet. 


6. Emergency Coordinator Report: Larry KI6LNB had no report. 


7. Directors at Large Reports: 
Mike Warren W6OMEW -— Had no report. Trevor Hall WA6JAU — Had no report. Larry Bradley KK6QPE — Had 
no report. Cal Vasquez K6VT — Was not present. 


8. Committee Reports: 

a. Auction: No report was expected. 

b. Communications Trailer: Mike W6MEW had no report. 

c. Digital Media: Grant K6CBK had nothing to report except that he has been updating the PACIFICON website 
with new information as it comes in. 

d. Education and Training: John AF6RJ sent his report by email. It was decided that a plaque will be presented 
to John in recognition of all of his years of service, as chair, to the education committee. 

f. Election Committee: Larry KK6QPE reported that Dick WM6G will have the tally of the voting, up until the 
November meeting, and will bring them to the meeting. Members will be able to vote via Zoom and in-person at 
the meeting. After completion of the voting at the meeting, the final numbers will be presented before the end of 
the business portion of the meeting. 

g. Field Day: Larry KI6LNB reported that Field Day will be held in the same place as last year. 

h. Holiday Banquet: Ed asked Jim Siemons W6LK to extend his thanks to Misa Siemons KJ6BUE for all of her 
work in organizing the banquet. Signups for the Banquet can be done on the MDARC website. 

i. License Testing: Larry KI6LNB reported that license testing was done at the Clayton Valley Presbyterian 
Church on Saturday November 4". 13 out of 14 candidates passed their Technician License tests. They were all 
associated with the Diablo 4 Wheelers Club 

j. Membership: Jan KM6NFC shared his screen with membership numbers. Paying members, 280; All members, 
340; New members this year, 53; Renewals last 30 days, 24; Past due, 68; Lifetime + Honorary members, 12. 

k. Mesh Committee: Mike W6MEW had nothing new to report. Mathison KJ6DZB reported that they are still 
trying to get a link from Sacramento AREDN to North Peak via Mount Vaca. The links are all planned to be via 


ter sites. 
repeater sites (continued on following page) 
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1. Outreach: Dick Wade WM6G was not present. 

m. PACIFICON: Ed opined that Pacificon was great this year and was supported by comments from a number of 
people. 

n. Programs: There was no report. 

o. Public Service: Larry KI6LNB reported that he has been contacted by the organizer of the run around Lake 
Chabot for March 2024 and has confirmed that we will be there. 

p. Radio Lending Library: There was no report from Cal K6VT. 

q. Rocky Ridge Repeater (Tech): Jim K6SOE stated that Jim Brunk N6BHX had sent an email to the Board about 
doing a survey of the use of club repeater resources. The reason for the survey is to find out what resources are 
actually being used by club members so that a decision can be made about what resources we actually need to 
maintain in the future. Ed told Jim that no Board decision is necessary and that they should go ahead with the 
survey. Ed suggested that the time frame should be expanded from 2 to 6 months. Jim K6SOE added that the new 
Davis weather station is now active on the top of the hill. It can be accessed on the internet at https://aprs.fi. Once 
there, you should search for the callsign W6CX. Grant K6CBK will add a link to the MDARC website. 

r. Scholarship: Janice Fujii KG6VTD sent a message to preserve her position on the budget for 2024. 


9. Future Meetings: 
General Meeting 11/17/2023 on Zoom and In-person. 
Board Meeting 12/04/2023 on Zoom only. 


10. Unfinished Business: 

10.1 Status report on revising Membership database for processing and tracking payments, status, etc.: This was 
covered under 8 j above. 

10.2 South Peak Contract & Move to North Peak: The committee is working with another representative of the 
Landlord (Everest). They have given him a copy of our supporting documents and proposed a rate of $350 per 
month with a 2% escalator. This reduction reflects the smaller footprint that we now occupy. 

10.3 Auction Chair: We still don’t have an auction chair. 

10.4 Program Chair: There was nothing new about this item. 

10.5 Budget — Gene showed a preliminary version. Each line item was discussed in detail until a “first pass” was 
reached. Gene will send the document to staff so that it can be reviewed in the December Board Meeting. Final 
approval is expected in January so that it can be published in the January Carrier. According to our bylaws, it needs 
to be published in the February Carrier, at the latest. 


11. New Business: 

11.1 New Payments Gateway — Demonstration: Jan KM6NFC demonstrated the new system and answered 
questions about it. Jan stressed that it is not ready yet. Ed directed Jan to form a sub committee to finalize the 
system. 


12. Adjournment: 
Mike W6MEW seconded by Larry KK6QPE proposed a motion to adjourn. Meeting Adjourned at 9:54 pm 


Respectfully submitted by, 


Brian Lotter, KM6NGS 
Secretary, on November 18, 2023. 


These meeting minutes were signed digitally due to the digital meeting. 


Page 11 


MDARC Board of Directors Special Meeting 
on South Peak Contract December 15, 2023 


Held at Zoom online 


1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 4:00 pm by Ed Morales, KJ6K YT after it was determined 
that there was a quorum for conducting Club business. 


2. Roll Call: Attendees via Zoom screen shot: Officers: Ed Morales KJ6K YT, President; Brian Lotter 
KMO6NGS, Secretary; Larry Loomer KI6LNB, Emergency Coordinator; Larry Bradley KK6QPE, Director at 
Large; Mike Warren W6OMEW, Director at Large; Trevor Hall WA6JAU, Director at Large. Guests: Jim Tittle 
K6SOE, Barb Whysong K6WHY, Mike Patterson N6JGA, Mark Felig WA6NGC. 


3. Adopt Tonight’s Agenda: The agenda was approved. 4. Purpose of the special meeting: 
A. Briefly Discuss and Approve New Draft Lease for South Peak 


Ed stated that the new lease document looks basically the same as the old lease but that his primary concern was 
about the insurance requirements, which are $2M as opposed to $1M on the old lease. We do carry $2M, as an 
aggregate, on our current policy but it is $1M per occurrence. He is not sure if our policy actually complies with 
their requirement, but will let them know how our policy is and that we don’t intend to change it. 


Larry KK6QPE had a question about the statement on page 2 under item 3 for rent. It says, subsequent to the term, 
the holdover rent shall be 125% of the then current rent. He wanted to know how to match that against the current 
2.5% per year change. It was determined that the 125% is probably what the landlord is looking to receive after 
the end of the term of the contract and that the contract will need to renegotiated at the end of the term. Mike 
W6MEW asked Ed, and Ed agreed, to contact the landlord to see if the above interpretation is correct. 


Ed added that we have to provide three approver names and email addresses. They would be approver number 1, 
approver number 2 and signatory approver. It was decided that the three names would be Larry Bradley KK6QPE, 
Trevor Hall WA6JAU and Jim Tittle K6SOE. 


There was also the issue of the $1,500.00 TD311 application fee, payable to California Parks and Recreation as a 
result of the renegotiation of the lease. This is payable to Everest Infrastructure Partners Inc. Jim K6SOE stated 
that he had already emailed a copy of the letter from Everest to Gene Sylls KG6EYE, and requested that Gene 
make the payment. 


Ed stated that he will follow up with Everest about Insurance and the holdover rent. 


Larry Bradley KK6QPE, seconded by Mike W6MEW, proposed a motion that we accept the contract with Everest 
Infrastructure Partners Inc. for the South Peak antenna tower. The motion passed unanimously. Larry KK6QPE 
added that he thinks that the subcommittee, that worked on the new lease, deserve a lot of accolades for the work 
that they did on this issue, because they did a great job. The committee was comprised of Ed Morales KJ6KYT, 
Tim Barrett K6BIV, Trevor Hall WA6JAU and Jim Tittle K6SOE 


B. Discuss Possible New Venue for MDARC General Membership Meetings 
Larry Loomer KI6LNB proposed that the monthly club meeting be moved to the Clayton Valley Presbyterian 
Church because there would be no charge for the use of the facility. There is also a room that can accommodate 10 


people for testing and another table for VEs. If he found approval for his idea, he would explore dates and times 
with the church. 


(continued on following page) 
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While Larry KK6QPE approved of this idea, he said that the proposal needs to be presented to the membership for 
their approval. 


Mike N6JGA stated that there should be a long-term agreement. This was discussed, and it was decided that Larry 
Loomer KI6LNB would need a succession plan, so that, if he ceases to be a member of the church, for whatever 
reason, we can continue to use the facilities. 


Mark Felig WA6NGC proposed that the meetings be held at Rossmoor in Walnut Creek. 


After further discussion, Larry KK6QPE advised both Larry KI6LNB and Mark WA6NGC to check out the 
details for their facilities and present a report to the January Board Meeting. Larry KK6QPE added that we need 
final numbers from Gene so that we can approve the budget for 2024 during the January meeting. 


Larry KK6QPE asked Larry KI6LNB to check if we would have space for a live auction at Clayton Valley 
Presbyterian Church. 


5. Any other comments: There were no further comments. 
6. Adjournment: 


Larry KK6QPE, seconded by Mike W6MEW, proposed a motion to adjourn. 
Meeting Adjourned at 4:40 pm. 

Respectfully submitted by 

Brian Lotter KM6NGS, Secretary, on December 28, 2023. 

These meeting minutes were signed digitally due to the digital meeting. 


WINTER FIELD DAY 2024 


The 18th annual Winter Field Day 
will be held on the weekend of 
January 27-28, 2024. 


The following text is from the Winter Field Day Association 
website www.winterfieldday.com : 


Winter Field Day Association (WFDA) is a dedicated 
group of Amateur Radio Operators who believe that 
emergency communications in a winter environment ts just 
as important as the preparations and practice that is done 
each summer during ARRL Field Day but with winters 
unique operational concerns. WFDA believes that main- 
taining your operational skills should not be limited to fair 
weather scenarios often present during the summer 5 
ARRL Field Day. 


For further information, go to www.winterfieldday.com 
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NEW CLUB MEETING LOCATION? 


The BOARD wants to know your thoughts. The Board is considering the opportu- 
nity to move the location of our monthly General Membership Meeting from Our 
Savior Lutheran Church in Lafayette to Clayton Valley Presbyterian Church in Clay- 
ton (near the intersection of Clayton and Ygnacio Valley Roads). If you regularly at- 
tend these meetings in-person, would you be in favor of or against this move? If you 
do not attend regularly, would you do so if there was a move? Note that either loca- 
tion would still offer Zoom attendance. Please share your comments on 


mdarc@groups.io or to me at kk6qpe@gmail.com. 73, LarryB KK6QPE 


WENMBERSHIP PORTAL UPDATE 


A few club members notified the Membership Chair that their information in the MDARC Directory 
2023 is not accurate. The best way to ensure that the member information is the most up to date is via 
the user account at the Membership Portal at https://mdarc.jlkconsulting.info. In case any members 
have any questions or concerns regarding the website, please, let the Membership Chair know. At the 
same time, also be aware, that updates are being done more often than in the past, which means eve- 
ryone is encouraged to login as often as feasible and if there are any questions or concerns, they can 
always be addressed with the Membership Chair at mdarc-memberships@arrleb.org 


Thank you everyone for patience with the Portal updates and 73, 
Your Membership Chair, Jan Kulisek, KM6NFC 


WIDARC W6CX LEAP DAY NET 
THURSDAY FEBRUARY 29, 2024 


On Thursday February 29, 2024, instead of the MDARC regular net we will be having a special net to 
celebrate “LEAP DAY”. The last time LEAP DAY fell on Thursday was in 1996 (probably with Jay 
Caldis, KT6Y, AS net control) and the next LEAP DAY that falls on a Thursday will be in 2052 (28 
years between leap day falling on a Thursday). For some of us this may be a once-in a lifetime net. 
Planning has not been completed yet, but I anticipate that we will start ECHOLINK (W6CX-C) out of area 
check-ins at 7PM and start on-air repeater check-ins at 7:30 (W6CX 147.06 PL is 100) and go until we run 
out of hams checking in. 


I could use the help of a couple more people to do logging. 


Updates will be in the February CARRIER, on the MDARC.ORG website, at HRO and in the ARRL 
EASTBAY SECTION newsletter. — Lauren Styles, WA6CIE 
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Robert Ackermann, KO6CDM Steve Belunek, KM6ZNZ 


Alan Brown, KN6ZYG Carl Di Giorgio, K6CDG 
Stuart Hicks, KO6CCX Joe Hielscher, N1BGP 
Yona Jyotiananda, KB6LXR Doug Marklinger, WGUNF 


Nikolas Pridmore (license pending) JP Salgado, KN6NYA 


If you hear these new members on the air, please welcome them to our club. 


—— Jan Kulisek, KM6NFC, Membership Chair 


W6CX-DV Repeater Upgrade 


The W6CX Digital Voice repeater (145.0 +2.5 mHz) that repeats D-Star, DMR and 
C4FM/Fusion was upgraded on November 30, 2023. Trevor Hall, WA6JAU, and Jim 
Moen, K6JM, spent about 4 hours working at the South Peak site on Mount Diablo. 


The key changes were: 

* DV software was changed from Pi-Star to the new WPSD by WOCHP. While Pi- 
Star was wonderful and many people still run it on their Pi-based digital voice hotspots, 
Pi-Star is no longer being maintained. Fortunately, Chip, WOCHP, has taken over the 
Pi-Star system, made major upgrades to it, renamed it WPSD and is maintaining it. 


* Updated the firmware in the Multi-Mode Digital Voice Modem. We now have the 
latest with various enhancements including support for the new M17 open source 
digital voice mode. 


The new WPSD Dashboard does look a little different from our previous Pi-Star 
dashboard. You can check it out at http://dv.mdarc.org . 


Any feedback or comments on these changes are welcome. ——— Jim Moen, K6JM 
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Ten Commandments of Electrical Safety 


(1) Beware of the lightning that lurks in an undischarged capacitor lest it cause thee to 
be bounced upon thy backside in a most ungainly manner. 


(2) Cause thou the switch that supplies large quantities of juice to be opened and 
thusly tagged, so thy days may be long on this earthly vale of tears. 


(3) Prove to thyself that all circuits that radiateth and upon which thou worketh are 
grounded lest they lift thee to high-frequency potential and cause thee to radiate also. 


(4) Take care thou useth the proper method when thou taketh the measure of high- 
voltage circuits so that thou doth not incinerate both thee and the meter, for verily 
though thou hast no account number and can be easily replaced, the meter doth have 
one and as a consequence bringeth much woe upon the supply department. 


(5) Tarry thee not amongst those who engage in intentional shocks for they are surely 
non-believers and are not long for this world. 


(6) Take care thou tampereth not with interlocks and safety devices, for this incureth 
the wrath of thy seniors and bringeth the fury of the safety officer down upon thy head 
and shoulders. 


(7) Work thee not on energized equipment, for if thou doeth, thy mates will surely be 
buying lunch without thee and thy space at the table will be filled by another. 


(8) Verily, verily | say unto thee, never service high-voltage equipment alone, for 
electric cooking is a slothful process, and thou might sizzle in thy own fat for hours on 
end before thy Maker sees fit to end thy misery and drag thee into His fold. 


(9) Trifle thee not with radioactive tubes and substances lest thou commence to glow in 
the dark like a lightning bug. 


(10) Commit thee to memory the works of the prophets, which are written in the 
instruction books, which giveth the straight info and which consoleth thee, and thou 
cannot make mistakes. 


Published in Orbit, the Journal of the Rutherford High Energy Laboratory, Didcot, England, 
January 31, 1965, p.12 


--- Submitted by Steven Rogge, K6XZ 
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SATURDAY, February 3, 2024 - BENICIA, CA 


AMATEUR RADIO 
LICENSE CLASS 


SX 


x” When: Saturday, February 3, 2024 
8:30 AM - 5:00 PM 
Test only: 1:00 PM $14 
Where: Benicia Senior Center 
1201 East 2nd Street, Benicia 


What: Technician Class (beginner’s level) 
General Class Upgrade 
(for those already licensed as a Tech) 

Fee: $35.00 (Includes exam fee) (FCC Fee not included) 


Register: beniciaarc.com/hamclass ( (e ) )) 


Questions: HamRadioClass@BeniciaARC.com 

or 707-742-3227 Voicemail or Text i 
Class size is limited and always fills up 
Register and Pre-pay online for a guaranteed seat 
No prep or prior study required 


Prospective Hams should plan on attending a free Get-On-The-Air Class 
after passing their test, to become familiar with Amateur Radio operations 
bi 1 ! 


Element 4 (Extra class) 
You need only pay the 
test fee of $14. We do 


not provide study 
materials for Element 4. 


Can’t make the 
upcoming class? 
Check our website 
for future sessions. 


Character illustration courtesy [COM USA 
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power supply $18 


Low-Cost Receivers for Digital Amateur Television 
Reception Available For Sale from Club Member KA3VDT 


These are DVB-S2 receivers pre-programmed for our club’s 1.2 GHz W6CX 
DATV repeater frequencies 


Connect a 1.2 GHZ directional antenna, aim it at Mount Diablo’s North 
Peak and watch the over the air repeater signal on your video monitor 


Please contact Will Roberts at ka3vdt@gmail.com or visit 
http://laser66.com/ham/ 


To purchase a DATV transmitter, contact Fred Coe, WBGASU, at 


wb6asu@icloud.com 
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FIDX101MP | 200W HF/0MHz Transceiver 


* Hybrid SDR Configuration « Unparalleled 70 dB Max. Attenuation 
¥C-Tune * New Generation Scope Display 3DSS « ABI (Active Band 
Indicator) & MPYD {Multi-Purpose VFO Outer Dial) « PC Remote 
Control Software to Expand the Operating Range ¢ Includes 
External Power With Matching Front Speaker 


™14.195,.000° 


FIDX10 | HF/S0MHz 100 W SDR Transceiver 


* Narrow Band and Direct Sampling SDR * Down Conversion, 
9MHz IF Roofing Filters Produce Excellent Shape Factor « 5” 
Full-Color Touch Panel w/3D Spectrum Stream * High Speed 
Auto Antenna Tuner « Microphone Amplifier w/3-Stage Parametric 
Equalizer « Remote Operation w/optional LAN Unit (SCU-LAN10) 


FT-991A | HF/VHF/UHF All ModeTransceiver 


Real-time Spectrum Scope with Automatic Scope Control * 
Multi-color waterfall display * State of the art 32-bit Digital 
Signal Processing System * 3kHz Roofing Filter for enhanced 
performance ¢ 3.5 Inch Full Color TFT USB Capable « Internal 
Automatic Antenna Tuner * High Accuracy TCXO 


FIBX101B | HF + 6M Transceiver 


* Namow Band SDR & Direct Sampling SDR * Crystal Roofing 
Filters Phenomenal Multi-Signal Receiving Characteristics « Un- 
paralleled - 70dB Maximum Attenuation VC-Tune * 15 Separate 
{HAM 10 + GEN 5) Powerful Band Pass Filters # New Generation 
Scope Displays 3-Dimensional Spectrum Stream 


Ham Rapio 


FI=710 Aess | HF/50MHz 100W SDR Transceiver 


© Unmatched SDR Receiving Performance ¢ Band Pass Filters Ded- 
icated for the Amateur Bands * High Res 4.3-inch TFT Color Touch 
Display * AESS: Acoustic Enhanced Speaker System with SP-40 
For High-Fidelity Audio * Built-in High Speed Auto Antenna Tuner 


FT=891 | HF+50 MHz All Mode Mobile Transceiver 


Stable 100 Watt Output * 32-Bit IF DSP « Large Dot Matrix LCD 
Display with Quick Spectrum Scope * USB Port Allows Connec- 
tion to a PC with a Single Cable « CAT Control, PTT/RTTY Control 


FIM-300BR | C4FiM/Fiv 144/430MHz Dual Band 


© 50W Output Power Real Dual Band Operation © Full Color TFT 
Display * Band Scope * Built-in Bluetooth * WiRES-X Portable 
Digital Node/Fixed Node with HRI-200 


FT=2980R | Heavy-Duty 80W 2M Fi Transceiver 


* 80 watts of RF power © Large 6 digit backlit LCD display for 
excellent visibility * 200 memory channels for serious users 


FIM-200DR | C4FM/FM 144/430MHz Dual Band 


* 1200/9600bps APRS® Data Communications * 2” High-Res 
Full-Color TFT Display * High-Speed Band Scope * Advanced 
C4FM Digital Mode © Yoice Recording Function for TX/RX 


* RETAIL LOCATIONS - Store hours 10:00AM - 5:30PM - Closed Sunday 
* PHONE - Toll-free phone hours 9:30AM - 5:30PM 
* ONLINE - WWW.HAMRADIO.COM 


ANAHEIM, CA PORTLAI yr 
(800) 854-6046 (800) 765-42 
SACRAMENTO, CA DENVE . 0 
(877) 892-1745 (800) 444-9476 


* FAX - All store locations 
* MAIL - All store locations 


OurTLeT 


FIM-500DR | ¢4Fiv/FM 144/430MHz Dual Band Xevr 


* Front Firing Acoustically Enhanced Speaker System * True 
Dual Band Operation, C4FI/C4FM Digital D-D Dual Receive * 
2.4” High-Resolution Full-Color Touch Panel Display * Built-in 
High Precision GPS Receiver * Wireless Operation Capability with 
Optional Bluetooth® Headset 


FT=70DR C4FM/FM 144/430MHz Xevr 


* System Fusion Compatible * Large Front 
Speaker delivers 700 mW of Loud Audio Output 
® Automatic Mode Select detects C4FM or Fm 
Analog and Switches Accordingly * Huge 1,105 
Channel Memory Capacity  Extemal DC Jack for 
DC Supply and Battery Charging 


FT-5DR C4FIM/FM 144/430 MHz Dual Band 


® High-Res Full-Color Touch Screen TFT LCD 
Display * Easy Hands-Free Operation w/Built-In 
Bluetooth® Unit * Built-in High Precision GPS 
Antenna * 1200/9600bps APRS Data Communi- 
cations * Supports Simultaneous C4FM Digital « 
Micro SD Card Slot 


FT-G5R | 144/430 Miz Transceiver 


Compact Commercial Grade Rugged Design ¢ 
Large Front Speaker Delivers 1W of Powerful 
Clear Audio ¢ 5 Watts of Reliable RF Power With- 
in a compact Body © 3.5-Hour Rapid Charger In- 
cluded ¢ Large White LED Hashlight, Alarm and 
Quick Home Channel Access 


FIM-GOOOR | 50W VHF/UHF Mobile Transceiver 


* All New User Operating Interface-E20-III (Easy to Operate-lll) 
* Robust Speaker Delivers 3W of Clear, Crisp Receive Audio « 
Detachable Front Panel Can Be Mounted in Multiple Positions « 
Supports Optional Bluetooth® Wireless Operation Using the SSM- 
BT10 or a Commercially Available Bluetooth® Headset 


YAESU 


The radio 


PHOENIX, AZ MILWAUKEE, WI WOODBRIDGE, VA —- WINTER SPRINGS, FL 
(600) 559-738 388, & ae ae (800) 444-4799 (800) 327-1917 
PLANO, TX NCA ore DE SALEM, NH ATLANTA, GA 
(877) 455-8750 176 (800) 44 14-0047 (800) 444-7927 


Contact HRO for promotion details. Toll-free including Hawaii, Aaska and Canada. All HRO 800-lines can assist you. Ifthe first line you call is busy, you may call another. Prices, specifications and descriptions subject to change without notice. 
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47 sd The Carrier 

MOUNT DIABLO 

: P.O. Box 23222 

Se Pn a Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 
WWW. MDARC -ORG www.mdarc.org 


SEE PAGE 6 


https://www.facebook.com/mdarc.or 


https://www.linkedin.com/companies/mdarc 


W6CX Nets 

M-F 5:42 am Morning Muster 147.060+ 224.780- 441.325+ 

M-F 6:10am Commuter Net 147.060+ 224.780- 441.325+ 
Monday 8:00 pm SATERN Net 147.060+ 

Tuesday 7:30 pm Fat City 10 meter USB/CW Net 28.420 MHz 
Tuesday 8:00pm Digital Practice Net 147.060+ 224.78- 441,.325+ 
Wednesday 7:00 pm SKYWARN Net 147.060+ 

Wednesday 8:00pm Delta Amateur Radio Club Net 147.060+ 
Thursday 7:30 pm MDARC Club Net 147.060+ 

Thursday 8:00 pm Digital Amateur Television Net 147.060+ 
Club Voice Repeaters 

147.060 MHz + / PL 100Hz 

224.780 MHz -/PL77Hz 441.325 MHz+/PL 100Hz 
EchoLink: W6CX-R /133896, IRLP: 3057 

DMR Repeater 144.925 offset plus 2.5 MHz color code 1 


D-STAR 145.000 offset plus 2.5 MHz 
https://w6cx.dstargateway.org/ 


DATV Internet Stream: http://w6cxatv.mdarc.org 
YouTube Channel: Media MDARC 


Newsletter of the Mt. Diablo Amateur Radio Club 


= FIRST CLASS 
| ))) 


Contra Costa County Emergency Communications Nets 
Every Thursday 


6:30 pm HF Countywide 3.893 MHz LSB 
6:45 pm West County 145.110-- (82.5 PL) 
7:00 pm Central County 145.680 Simplex 
7:00 pm East County 146.535 Simplex 


7:00 pm South County 147.480 Simplex 

7:20 pm Countywide 145.490-- (107.2 PL) 
or 147.735-- (107.2 PL) 
or 145.410-- (107.2 PL) 


Concord Auxiliary Radio Emergency Service (CARES) 
Wednesday 8:00pm 147.405 Simplex 


Digital Amateur Television Repeater 


Digital ATV Output: 1244.500 
Digital ATV Inputs: 1292.500, 1273.0, 917.0, 430.0 
Analog ATV Input: 1270.000 FM (PL 192.8) 


January 2024 and February 2024 Club Calendar 


Friday January 19, 2024 
Saturday February 3, 2024 
Monday February 5, 2024 


Friday February 16, 2024 


7:00pm MDARC General Meeting - Our Saviors Lutheran Church, 1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette 
8:00am MDARC Technical Committee Meeting - VIA VIDEO CONFERENCE 
7:00pm MDARC Board of Directors Meeting - VIA VIDEO CONFERENCE 


7:00pm MDARC General Meeting - Our Saviors Lutheran Church, 1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette 


